A considerable portion of the book of Micah speaks of chastisement and the threat of calamities to befall Israel. It concludes, however, with words of consolation, prayer, and the hope for better days in the future. Hermann Gunkel's 1924 study of the end of found that this section consists of four units of a different literary genre, and that it is arranged in two pairs (7-10, 11-13; 14-17, 18-20) which form a single liturgical unit.
s. vargon
I. The Question of the Literary Genre and Structure
Scholars of the Form Criticism school usually ascribe this passage to the "national dirge" or "lament of the people" genre. 4 The proponents of this view isolate the elements and motifs characteristic of this genre and examine its literary structure. Westermann summarized these components and motifs in a table relating to several psalms that he believes belong to the "national dirges" genre. He included the following "national dirge" in this 
